c h a m a e t a m n u s , D i c h a p e t a l u m rhodesicum or Gardenia brachythamnus
a r e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c . Ve r y d i s t i n c t Combretum celastroides -Baikiaea plurijuga woodlands [Baikiaea-Burkea woodlands with thicket like understorey] prevail on the hill tops on the eastern side of the river forming the third unit in the vegetation classification (Tab. 2). The species composition is very distinct and character species reach very high phivalues. There is just one tree species forming the upper canopy, Baikiaea plurijuga, whereas several shrub species recent floodplain is dotted with giant termite mounds created by species of the genus Macrotermes. These mounds reach heights of up to 4 m and their diameter exceeds 10 m. Due to the accumulation of clay and silt the mounds represent a special habitat in an otherwise sandy and nutrientpoor environment. Hence, a distinct vegetation in terms of species composition and structure has evolved around the termite mounds creating a local hotspot of biodiversity (Fig. 9) . Succulent species such as Sansevieria sp. and spiny shrubs and trees dominate the vegetation. form an almost impenetrable thicket-like understorey. It is composed of shrubs of Combretum celastroides, Combretum engleri, Croton gratissimus and Acacia ataxacantha.
These dense woodlands are hardly affected by fire and did never undergo larger fires throughout the last ten years (Frantz et al. 2013) . They form part of a larger woodland complex extending along the river in north-south direction, especially on the eastern side of the Cubango in the communal area of Savate. As this is a preferred area for agriculture, a further study within TFO investigates the reasons for the occurrence of this vegetation type, its regeneration dynamics after slash and burn agriculture and the causes of higher yields of fields in this area (Wallenfang et al. in preparation, Fig. 4 and 5).
The Acacia sieberiana -Piliostigma thonningii vegetation unit [grasslands] is located on the old floodplain and represents the other vegetation unit preferred for agriculture. It is dominated by tall grasses and only scattered individual trees (Fig. 6 Table 2 : Vegetation classification of the woody vegetation of the Caiundo core site based on the 1,000 m plots. The first part gives a general description of the vegetation units according to structure as well as diversity indices. The second part displays the indicator species of every vegetation unit. Species are ordered according to Pearson's phi coefficient of association. The phivalue ranges from -100 to 100 where phi-value >50 are regarded as diagnostic and >75 as highly diagnostic. Species can be associated to more than one group or group combinations. Only species with a phi-value >50 and a p-value <0.05 are shown. In terms of biodiversity the woodlands of the Caiundo core sites exhibit an overall lower species richness than the Cusseque core site (Tab. 1). However, evenness is higher in Caiundo resulting in a similar Simpson index for the two core sites. There is no big difference in diversity among the four woodland types identified in Caiundo. Only the grasslands of the old floodplain show a much lower species richness ( Fig. 9 and Tab. 2).
For details on the applied methods and study design please refer to the Electronic Appendix.
